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SOLANA BEACH, CALIF. —
The attack was swift and
deadly. A shark expert who ex-
amined the mangled body said
the bite marks showed the clas-
sic pattern of a great white:
Strike from underneath and
then retreat quickly.

Despite attempts by life-

guards at resuscitation, retired

VIGIL: Friends of Dave Martin gather at Solana Beach, near where the retired veterinarian was
killed by a shark, most likely a great white. He had been swimming with fellow fitness buffs.

A strike from beneath,
and a triathlete is gone

veterinarian Dave Martin, 66, a
dedicated triathlete who swam
every Friday with other fitness
buffs, was declared dead just
minutes after he was pulled
from the water.

A shark estimated at 12 to 17
feet in length had bitten both
his thighs, leading to massive
bleeding, reseue personnel
said. Martin’s death left
friends, beach lovers and fellow
competitive swimmers in
shock.*

Though sharks are known
to roam the ocean off Southern
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California, and millions of peo-
ple swim in the waters annu-
ally, this was the first death at-
tributed to a shark attack in
San Diego County since 1994.

Officials immediately
placed a 72-hour off-limits des-
ignation on an eight-mile
stretch of the ocean from Tor-
rey Pines to South Carlsbad,
prime swimming and surfing
territory.

Surfers just as quickly ig-
nored the warnings and got in
the water.

[See Shark, Page A16)]
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sor emeritus of marine biology
at the Scripps Institute of
Oceanography in La Jolla, said
the shark probably mistook the
wetsuit-clad Martin for a seal.

“This almost certainly was a
great white shark,” Rosenblatt
said at a news conference near
the Solana Beach lifeguard sta-
tion. “We think it was mistaken
identity. A human swimmer is
not too unlike a seal.”

Martin was “pushed out of
the water in a violent attack,
and that’s just typical of great
white feeding behavior,” Ro-
senblatt said. “They normally
feed on seals, come up from be-
low, take a powerful bite, then
rush away and wait for other
animals to come back.”

Martin was swimming with
other members of the Triath-
lon Club of San Diego.

Anita Flagg, 50, who was
swimming near him, said she
and the others saw “a lot of tur-
bulence in the water” and im-
mediately knew something was
terribly wrong.

“I thought someone was
having a heart attack or an epi-
leptic seizure,” Flagg said.
“Then the girl swimming be-
side him yelled ‘shark! and
‘help!” and we all swam as fast
as we could over there.”

Four other swimmers
brought Martin to the beach.
“He didn’t look conscious and
it looked like his legs were just

stumps,” Flagg said. “The life-

guards did CPR, but it was
pretty clear they couldn’t save
him.*

The group had gone to So-
lana Beach, about 20 miles
north of downtown San Diego,
for their 6:30 a.m. swim. The at-
tack occurred about 7 a.m. near
Fletcher Cove. :

Lifeguards performed car-
diopulmonary resuscitation on
Martin for nearly 30 minutes. A
helicopter was called to take
him to a hospital, but he was
declared dead on the beach at
7:49 a.m. Three volunteers ar-
rived to provide grief counsel-
ing to other swimmers.

The shark had bitten Mar- . |

tin on both legs but his legs
were still intact, said Solana
Beach Deputy Fire Chief Dis-
mas Abelman. Martin had ap-
parently separated from the
rest of his group when he was
attacked about 150 yards from
shore, he said.

R

hallmarks of a shark attack
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GRIEF: Two women console each other after learning of Dave Martin’s death off Solana Beach. A professor emeritus of marine
biology at the Scripps Institule of Oceanography in La Jolla said the shark probably mistook the wetsuit-clad Martin for a seal.

Department of Motor Vehicles
DAVE MARTIN
He was a “big outdoorsman,”
said his former wife, Robin.

Great white sharks are am-
bush predators that. typically
strike from below and behind,
according to researchers who
study them in the waters
around the Farallon Islands
near San Francisco. They bite
and spit out their prey, return-
ing to feed on the carcass after
their victim has weakened or
died. It’s considered a self-pro-
tective strategy to avoid the
sharp teeth and claws of
thrashing seals and sea lions,
researchers said.

Solana Beach Mayor Joe

Kellejian pleaded with resi-.

dents to stay out of the water
Friday. “While we don’t want

people to panic, we do want

them to listen to the officials,”
he said.

Sheriff’s Department and
Coast Guard helicopters pa-
trolled the water in search of
the shark without success. The
Sheriff’s Department helicop-
ter broadcast a message to

swimmers and surfers to “leave.

the water immediately.”

If the shark is located, any
decision on trapping or Killing
it would be left to the National
Marine Fisheries Services, a
U.S. Fish and Game official
said. The great white, whose
numbers have dwindled, is a
threatened species protected

by federal law.

Harbor seals were report-
edly seen in the water before
the attack, officials said. The
presence of seals lounging on
the beach at the Children’s
Pool area of La Jolla has been
one of San Diego’s more endur-
ing and volatile political issues.
Sharks feed on seals and sea
lions.

Animal rights advocates say
the seals should be left alone.
Other activists say the seals
foul the beach, make it unus-
able for families and may at-
tract sharks to the shallow wa-
ter.

“I love the seals, but it was

Beach danger

Beaches closed after a man
was Killed by a shark off
Solana Beach Friday morning.
=== Beach closed after attack
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clearly a mistake to open a
‘McShark’ in the center of the
open-water swimming commu-
nity of San Diego,” said La Jolla
triathlete Mitch Thrower.

“When I swim,” Thrower
added, “the seals actually swim
very close by in groups. The
seal population seems to have
increased here in La Jolla and
up and down the San Diego
coast.”

Other swimmers, including
Amanda Benedict, a member
of Martin’s swim group, urged
the public “not to freak out,”
calling the shark attack a “ran-
dom event.”

Some surfers and body-
boarders hardly needed such
urging.

At Cardiff State Beach, just
north of Sglana Beach, Lynn
Austin, 51, a stay-at-home
mother from Carlsbad who has
been surfing for 40 years, re-
mained in the water despite the
warnings of rangers driving
along the beach.

Austin, who has a 5-year-old
daughter, said her husband
thought she was getting her
nails done.

Sharks, she said, “usually
attack in the morning and eve-
ning — and from what I've been
told, they spend the rest of the
day in deeper water, sleeping.
But you don’t want to catch a
wave and fall off your board be-

[See Shark, Page A17]
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SITE: Curious onlookers scan the shoreline at Solana Beach after the fatal attack on 66-year-old
Dave Martin. It was the first death attributed to a shark in San Diego County since 1994.

California shark attacks

The shark attack off Solana Beach brought to 98 the total of confirmed unprovoked attacks in
California waters since 1926, eight of them fatal:
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Officials designate a prime
swimming area off-limits

[Shark, from Page A16]

cause that’s when you attract
sharks, when you do a big
splash.”

Justin Sturgeon, 34, of Del
Mar was bodyboarding with a
couple of others. Of the beach
closures, he said: “It’s an advi-
sory. It’'s not mandatory....
How many times would the
same shark attack twice on the
same day?”

Martin’s ex-wife, Robin, and
other family members and
friends converged on the So-

.lana Beach home where the
couple had raised four sons
and a daughter. Martin was a
pilot, loved to visit Mexico and
was “a farmer at heart” who
grew vegetables, Robin Martin
said. ]

He had begun competing in
triathlons about four years ago
and was a “big outdoorsman”
with a “dry sense of humor, she
added.

. Martin had formerly been a
part-owner of All Creatures
Animal Hospital in Del Mar.
“He was a very compassionate,
nice guy,” said Brenda Zito,
who took her cat to Martin for
treatment.

In Del Mar, Michael Mulva-
ny, owner of All Creatures, said
Martin was “never a high-
stress individual. That’s why
people enjoyed working with

On latimes.com
A feared predator

Read more about the shark
attack, including extra stories
and photos. Francisco Vara-
Orta profiles great white

.sharks along the California

coast, and William Lobdell
writes a first-person account of
swimming with sharks. See
latimes.com/sharkattack

him.”

“He always had a smile on
his face, never seemed to get
down,” Mulvany said. “That’s
what I'll miss.”

Daniel Rock, manager of
B&L Bike and Sports in Solana
Beach, a store specializing in
gear for triathletes, said Martin
pushed himself hard during
training and remained a trim
185 pounds.

“He enjoyed it as a way to
keep up his fitness and com-
pete,” Rock said. “He enjoyed
the training and the camarade-
rie. He was a gentleman in a
classic sense. A real nice guy.”

Martin had lived in Solana
Beach since 1970. Chris Tatum,
owner of Do It Yourself Dog
Wash, a block from the beach,
said Martin often gave free ad-
vice on keeping pets healthy.

“He was very young at
heart,” Tatum said.

The waters off Southern
California are well-known as a
white shark nursery, the place
were baby whites are born and
then hang around catching fish
until they grow bigger and
stronger. Only after they get
much larger do their diets
switch to larger prey: marine
mammals.

Yet adult great whites rarely
venture into Southern Califor-
nia’s near-shore waters, ac-
cording to the ongoing Tagging
of Pacific Predators —
www.lopp.org — at Stanford
University’s Hopkins Marine
Station in Monterey.

Most of the great white
shark attacks off California oc-
cur in what has been dubbed
“the bloody triangle,” those wa-
ters between Monterey Bay,
Bodega Bay and the Farallon
Islands. The last fatal attack off
California was in 2004 in Men-
docino County. The victim was
a man diving for abalone.

laura.nott@latimes.com
gil.reza@latimes.com
molly.hennessy-fiske
@latimes.com

Times staff writers Tony Perry,
Kenneth-R. Weiss, William
Lobdell and Richard Marosi
contributed to this report.
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